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COSAC Mission Statement
The New Jersey Center for Outreach and Services for the Autism Community (COSAC) is a
nonprofit agency that provides information and advocacy, services, family and professional
education, and consultation to the state’s autism community. COSAC encourages responsible
basic and applied research that would lead to a lessening of the effects, and potential pre-
vention, of autism. COSAC is dedicated to ensuring that all people with autism receive appro-
priate, effective services to maximize their growth potential, and to enhancing the overall
awareness of autism in the general public.
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What is Autism?
Autism is a neurologically-based developmental disability characterized by atypical, repetitive
behaviors and deficits in social and communications skills. According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control, autism spectrum disorders (ASDs) affect one in 150 children nationwide and 1
in 94 in New Jersey. In New Jersey alone, as many as 80,000 individuals could have an
autism spectrum disorder.

Autism is typically diagnosed during the first three years of life and is four to five times more
prevalent in boys than in girls. Autism knows no racial, ethnic or social boundaries. Modern
research suggests that autism is a highly genetic disorder that may be triggered by environ-
mental factors.

There is no known cure for autism at this time, but early diagnosis and intervention make
meaningful differences and improve prognosis. Asperger’s Disorder and Pervasive Develop-
mental Disorder Not Otherwise Specified (PDDNOS) are disorders related to autism. Al-
though the diagnoses vary from autism, all three disorders affect social interaction,
communication and behavior.
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COSAC Affiliations
Association for Behavior Analysis International

Association for Fundraising Professionals

Association for Science in Autism Treatment

Autism and Faith Task Force
Autism Special Interest Group

Coalition for Inclusive Ministries

Coalition for Passage of the National Combating Autism Act

DDD Olmstead Quality Management Steering Committee
Development Committee

Family Support Coalition of NJ
Government Affairs Committee

Greater Mercer County Chamber of Commerce

National Center on Disability and Journalism
NJ Chapter

NJ Coalition for Special Education Funding Reform

NJ Communications, Advertising and Marketing Association

NJ Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities

NJ Council on Developmental Disabilities’ Education Subcommittee

NJ Governor’s Council on Prevention for Mental Retardation
and Developmental Disabilities

NJ IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) Compliance Workgroup

NJ Protection and Advocacy Developmental Disabilities Advisory Committee

NJ Psychological Association

NJ Special Education Review Committee
NJ State Chapter

NJ State Teacher of the Year Selection Committee
Parent Professional Partnership Special Interest Group

The Greater Mercer County Chamber of Commerce

The Medicaid Dual Eligibles Coalition

The NJ Disability Budget Coalition

The NJ Governor’s Council for Medical Research and Treatment of Autism

The Statewide Network on Cultural Competence

UMDNJ Autism Task Force

Women in Development
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The Year in Review
I am proud to serve as COSAC’s third Executive Director, gratefully and enthusiastically continuing
the legacy of COSAC’s founding Executive Director Nancy Richardson, and following in the foot-
steps of Paul Potito who served as COSAC’s second Executive Director until May of this year.

Board of Trustees President Michael Aquino and I are pleased to present this annual report to
you, our members, donors and supporters. We are proud to describe the activities of a fiscally-
thriving, mission-driven agency which continues to successfully support the autism community.
As we close out 2007 and begin 2008, our message is one of gratitude for past support and for a
year of strong connections. These circles of support have benefited individuals with autism and
their families as well as the professionals who support them each day.

We are appreciative of our many donors and ambassadors who, under the leadership of COSAC’s
Resource Development department, have attracted much needed dollars to COSAC and signifi-
cantly increased autism awareness. Huge numbers of individuals and groups reached out beyond
themselves, making the necessary connections between their respective communities and the
autism community.

COSAC’s departments also helped to facilitate meaningful circles of support.

COSAC’s Clinical Department hosted workshops and support groups connecting parents and pro-
fessionals to each other and to vital information about evidenced-based practice and resources.

COSAC’s Communications Department made the necessary public relations connections to
promote autism information through national, regional, state and local media, the production of
informational DVDs, assorted publications and our website.

COSAC’s Policy and Systems Advocacy Department connected COSAC to Trenton and parents to
important information to get needed services.

COSAC’s Business Manager connected COSAC to various state and private funding sources to
ensure compliance with their regulations.

Members of COSAC’s Board of Trustees, who are personally and professionally connected to
autism spectrum disorders, found the time, energy and passion to connect their hearts, talents
and wallets to COSAC.

A complex developmental disability, autism takes an emotional and financial toll on families. Your
kind support of COSAC’s endeavors enables us to help make a positive difference in their lives.

Mike and I sincerely thank you, our supporters, for valuing COSAC’s work and believing in our
mission. Thanks to your generosity, we can continue to help create better futures for the autism
community through our concerted efforts.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda S. Meyer, Ed.D., MPA, BCBA, CPT Michael Aquino, M.D.
COSAC Executive Director President of COSAC’s Board of Trustees



The Information Services Department
Devin has autism. His grandparents, Angelo and Maryann Fail-
lack, and his mom, Jennifer Patrick, attended a COSAC workshop
on Autism Advocacy in April. As a result, Angelo found out about
another COSAC workshop entitled the “Individualized Educational

Program (IEP) Clinic.” The next day
Angelo attended the clinic to gain
knowledge about the education sys-
tem, learn the required components
of an IEP and learn advocacy strate-
gies to assist his daughter in secur-
ing appropriate services for Devin. A
week later, Angelo mailed in a copy
of his grandson’s IEP, and because
mother is a COSAC member, the
family received an in-depth review
of his IEP. The family now effectively
advocates for appropriate services

for Devin based on attending our workshops and the IEP review.

The mission of this department is to help parents and professionals understand autism, its
characteristics, how a diagnosis is made, how to individualize an educational program and
how to advocate for parental rights in early intervention, special education and adult services.

2007 accomplishments included:

• COSAC’s seven telephone lines, including its toll-free, 1-800-4-AUTISM number, received
more than 4,607 from parents, relatives, professionals and the media.

• COSAC’s website received 50,512 hits.
• Distributed autism information at 37 conferences and informational fairs throughout New

Jersey and beyond to a total of 9,866 individuals.
• Provided 3 families with emergency respite care for a total of 149 hours, through COSAC’s

Short-Term Emergency Care program.
• Provided advocacy assistance to 1,203 families, helping parents better understand early

intervention, special education and adult service systems and how they relate to their child.
• Counseled parents on many topics including how to present their children’s needs to the

school district, evaluate their child’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP) and advocate for
necessary services.

• Evaluated and provided feedback on 24 IEPs and offered helpful suggestions on how to in-
dividualize the content.

• Offered 14 seminars and workshops covering advocacy-related topics to 273 parents. This
total included participants in IEP clinics, during which parents received an in-depth review
of the legal components of an IEP, after which staff reviewed specific aspects of their child’s
plan.

• Provided services, in partnership with Children’s Specialized Hospital, at its Fanwood,
Toms River, Mountainside and Hamilton locations, at which 216 parents and professionals
were served.

C O S A C 2 0 0 7 A N N U A L R E P O RT

5

What is a
Circle of Support?
A circle of support
encompasses a group of
people who help others
accomplish their personal
goals in life. Circles are
comprised of family,
friends, teachers, peers
and others who are eager
to help an individual with
an autism spectrum
disorder live to his or her
full potential. COSAC is a
vital part of these circles
of support, as illustrated
throughout this report.
Although the person’s
goals are the primary
drive in everything the
circle does, the
relationship is not one-
sided. The members will
all have diverse gifts and
interests, and there can
appear many new
opportunities and
possibilities, which had
not been considered
before the circle formed.
A properly facilitated
circle is empowering to all
of the individuals involved
and, unlike many service
systems, does not
reinforce dependence.
These circles of support
enhance the person’s life
and the lives of all who
contribute.
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The Clinical Department
Marlene Selfridges’ son, Ben, has autism. The greatest support for her family comes
from other parents whose children have autism. She regularly attends COSAC-spon-
sored Support Groups where discussions have covered medical treatments, behav-
ioral therapies, maneuvering through the education system and obtaining
appropriate programs for children with autism. Marlene and other parents give and
receive support. She attests that any gains or progress her young son has made are
the result of the unique education she has received in these support groups. Her
belief is that the best thing about autism is the community, which she calls warm,
caring and accepting of her limitations, darkest moments and victories.

COSAC’s Clinical Department provides parents and professionals with information and
support to improve the lives of individuals with autism.

2007 accomplishments included:

• Presented The Parent Series on Behavioral Teaching in Essex, Burlington and Hudson counties
to 150 parents who received information on utilizing the principles and practices of Applied Be-
havior Analysis (ABA) so they can teach their children new skills.

• 15 families participated in follow-up, behavioral consultation services in their home to individual-
ize the strategies they learned in the Parent Series.

• Parents attended COSAC-sponsored workshops on autism, siblings, extended family and taking
care of the caregivers.

• 15 COSAC Support Groups united hundreds of parents. Additional groups were developed in
Somerset and Camden counties as well as one statewide for parents of adolescents with autism,
further expanding COSAC’s reach into geographically diverse communities.

• Provided a Sibling Pen Pal Program to enable more than 148 brothers and sisters of children
with autism to share experiences.

• Sponsored workshops for more than 950 teachers, early intervention personnel and administra-
tors to learn more about autism and scientifically-validated intervention strategies. Workshop
topics included research-based methods for assessing and treating challenging behavior and
promoting communication and social skills.

• Collaborated with the Autism and Faith Task Force to write a Resource Guide for congregations
and families in an effort to facilitate the inclusion of individuals with autism in their religious
communities.

• Published Consumer Guidelines for Identifying, Selecting, and Evaluating Behavior Analysts
Working with Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders to educate parents and professionals
about the desirable qualifications of ABA-based program directors for individuals with autism.

• Reviewed and disseminated information regarding participation in high-quality research projects
to promote research on the causes and treatment of autism.

• Participated in professional meetings and conferences of the Association for Behavior Analysis,
sponsored by the Autism Special Interest Group (SIG), the Parent-Professional Partnership SIG
and the New Jersey State Chapter.

• Conducted a collaborative conference with the Association for Science in Autism Treatment
(ASAT), which was attended by 150 parents and professionals on May 17, 2007.

• Tamara Bannon, LMSW, BCBA, joined the department as the Coordinator of Parent Services.
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The Government Affairs Department
This department interacted with both elected and appointed government officials in Trenton
and Washington, D. C. to increase their understanding of the substantial needs of individuals
with autism spectrum disorders (ASDs) and their families and to ensure that the attitudes
and actions of public officials positively impacted people with ASDs of all ages. Last year, the
department worked with the Adult Services Department to advance the needs of adults on
the spectrum and continued to support efforts to advance the early intervention and educa-
tional needs of children affected by autism.

Adult Resources Department
The mission of this department was to advocate for adults on the autism spectrum to meet
the needs of this burgeoning segment of society.

Accomplishments included:

• In collaboration with Hinkle, Fingles and Prior, Attorneys at Law, developed and dissemi-
nated, a fact sheet on the Department of Human Services’ Division of Developmental Dis-
abilities’ Medicaid Waiver, the Community Care Waiver (CCW), entitled Medicaid Fact
Sheet and its Important Role in Funding Services and Supports for Individuals with ASDs.

• Executed more than a dozen statewide workshops on issues affecting the life of adults with
ASDs.

• Participated on a planning committee for the Governor’s Conference on Employment and
People with Disabilities (NJ Dept. of Human Services’ Division of Disability Services’ Com-
prehensive Employment Systems).

• Reviewed and analyzed the Medicaid program and the DDD Community Care Waiver and
their respective roles in funding services for individuals with ASDs. Submitted comments
on the Waiver amendments as they affect individuals with ASDs.

• Planned a track on adult-related topics for COSAC’s 25th Issues in Autism Conference.
• Assisted in reviewing and supporting the newly legislated NJ Task Force on the Needs of

Adults with Autism to research and develop a specific Autism Medicaid Waiver aimed at
generating more federal dollars.

Within the first year of the Adult Resources Department’s work, COSAC received a grant from
the State to begin an Adult Resources Initiative across New Jersey. Here are some of the ac-
complishments from this time period.

Department of
Public Policy and
Systems Advocacy

From the time period of
October 2006 to October
2007, Adult Resources
and Government Affairs
were separate depart-
ments working together
on similar initiatives. In
October 2007, COSAC
united these departments
to form the Department of
Public Policy and Systems
Advocacy.
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Adult Resources Phase 1
Parents of adults with ASDs often struggle to locate information that enables them to
make educated decisions about New Jersey’s adult service system. Many parents
and professionals have attended COSAC workshops for a comprehensive overview
of this system. There have been innumerable occasions when workshop attendees
called COSAC to relay that they successfully negotiated the system to secure serv-
ices and supports for the individual they support. In one example, a father who
wanted to secure a work opportunity for his son was able to obtain funding from the
Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) and the Division of Vocational Rehabili-
tation Services (DVRS) to support his son in a local job. His son also was able to re-
ceive functional skill training through DDD’s day service system.

Project staff educated consumers to better understand the complex maze of available service
options so they could learn to advocate for themselves or their loved ones. Information was
consistently shared regarding Medicaid and the Community Care Waiver, state-only funding,
the Essential Lifestyles Planning (ELP) process and the array of options under self-directed
models such as Real Life Choices.

Phase 1 accomplishments included:

• Created and disseminated a NJ Resource Guide to Services for Adults with ASDs.
• Expanded and strengthened the information structure of the statewide human services

system to adequately address the needs of NJ adults with autism through expert presenta-
tions, provision of resource publications and contact information and referring different
county organizations, local providers, parents and professionals to factual information
about adults on the autism spectrum.

• Worked with county agencies and local service providers to identify the special needs and
necessary supports of adults with autism; helped county and local agencies respond to the
needs of this population in their community; and advocated for long-term improvements
through changes in their policies, training and referral information to individuals, families
and professionals.

• Addressed parent and self advocacy groups by providing available resources from the fed-
eral, state and local levels so that information can be consistent statewide.
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Government Affairs and Adult Resources
Departments’ Partnership with the Community

As the parent of a child with autism, Julie joined COSAC to stay knowledgeable to
support her son. When she had a question about safety, she called COSAC’s Infor-
mation Services Helpline. The same day, COSAC’s Departments of Government Af-
fairs and Adult Services received calls about a pending bill on First Responder’s
Training that was going to be introduced in the Legislature. The Manager of COSAC’s
Information Services recalled that Julie and her husband were EMTs. In the following
weeks, Julie and her husband testified on behalf of the legislation, which ultimately
passed. Her concern for her son and her expert testimony enabled legislators and
the First Responder community to better understand the issues impacting individu-
als with autism, their families and the professionals who support them. COSAC
helped these and many other parents receive advocacy services and advocates for
themselves.

• Participated in Autism Speak’s Young Adult/Adult Services work group.
• Attended the Department of Human Services’ Division of Medical Assistance and Health

Services’ (DMAHS) Medical Assistance Advisory Council (MAC) and participated on a
Medicaid Advocates committee.

• Participated on a Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) committee to review
Early Intervention (EI) efforts.

• Participated in the Mercer Area Partnership (MAP), which united businesses, family mem-
bers and service providers to explore program options and identify service gaps.

• Attended the Supportive Housing Association of New Jersey (SHA) committee meetings.
• Participated at committee meetings of the New Jersey Association of County Disability serv-

ices, of which we are a member.
• Participated on the Allies, Inc. Annual Transitional Conference Steering Committee for na-

tional Disability Mentoring Day 2007.

The Department of Public Policy and Systems Advocacy focused on issues impacting people
with ASDs throughout their lifespan, their families and the professionals who support them.
As we amassed information on concerns and solutions in the areas of healthcare, employ-
ment, education and housing, this department maintained a specific focus on issues affect-
ing adults with ASDs through the Adult Resources Initiative (ARI) project, Phase 2. Phase 2
received working funding from DDD to begin its work on specific activities including a hous-
ing symposium and a housing resource guide, an employment symposium and employment
options guide and the development of an employment marketing tool. The department is
committed to the focus of systems change that will offer transparency for healthcare, educa-
tional, employment and housing options for individuals with ASDs.
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The Communications and Marketing Department
Sandra Thomas is a COSAC member whose daughter, Kimberly, has autism.
Kimberly is non-verbal and has behavioral issues. Sandra and Kimberly’s ex-
tended family have been a support system ever since Kimberly was born. Kim-
berly’s grandmother and brother support her, assist her with routine tasks and
show her the unconditional love that keeps their family close. As a member of
COSAC, Sandra has found the strength to advocate for her daughter and partici-
pate in many of COSAC’s public awareness projects. Recently, the family partici-
pated in COSAC’s DVD series, “Untapped Potential: Adults on the Autism
Spectrum,” to demonstrate the unique needs that adults with autism face when
transitioning out of school entitlements.

Communicating and connecting typifies the work of COSAC’s Department of Commu-
nications and Marketing. This department performs a significant role in raising autism
awareness and promoting public understanding of COSAC goals, initiatives and suc-

cesses. We establish goals, determine the target audience, identify the news, frame the issue,
craft a plan and produce deliverables. In 2007, staff consistently collaborated with the media
and utilized public and community relations strategies to achieve goals. Through these en-
deavors, this department helped identify appropriate information and messages to be con-
veyed to the autism community, the national media and diverse audiences. By coordinating
public relations and marketing activities and campaigns, the greater community continues to
rely on COSAC as a source of accurate information.

2007 accomplishments included:

• Executed strategies to raise the agency’s profile, foster corporate image, promote services
and help agency to maintain its reputation as New Jersey’s leading autism authority.

• Created messages and wrote collateral material for Executive Director and staff.
• Positioned COSAC as being at the forefront of national and state efforts regarding autism;

promoted presentations by Executive Director and senior staff.
• Facilitated the introduction of national leaders at the Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation

and the John J. Heldrich Center for Workforce Development to senior staff.
• Executed individual campaigns expanding agency’s visibility and promoting agency initia-

tives, services and events including: Support Groups; Charity Golf Outing; Autism Aware-
ness Month; Issues in Autism Conference; Fall Gala; and parent and professional
workshops.

• Wrote, produced and marketed an award-winning, three-part DVD series, “Untapped Po-
tential: NJ Adults with Autism,” to 425 people; posted series on agency website, where it
received more than 1,600 hits; showed series during various COSAC events; enabled news
media to use some of the series’ compelling footage; series garnered a National Videogra-
pher Award for Excellence and was covered by Exceptional Parent Magazine.

• Marketed Autism Awareness Month public service announcement (PSA) scripts to tri-state
radio stations.

• Worked with senior staff to develop strategies, based on department needs, to share perti-
nent information with key audiences.
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• Facilitated outreach to Hispanic and other underserved areas to emphasize the importance
of portraying autism as a diverse community that has no racial, ethnic or social bounds.

• Advertised agency’s Spanish workshops and support group in Hispanic media.
• Promoted outside autism events including The Ride for Autism, NJ Marathon, Trenton

Thunder’s Autism Awareness games, The Michael J. Valiant Sr. Foundation’s Annual Golf
Tournament, the Surfers Environmental Alliance and Martial Arts with Hearts.

Media:

• Developed, maintained and strengthened agency’s successful collaboration with national,
state and local media.

• Collaborated with media to raise autism awareness, educate the public and highlight
agency’s services, reliability, achievements and initiatives.

• Served as liaison for all incoming media inquiries; immediately responded to all incoming
requests.

• Garnered National Videographer Award for “COSAC: New Jersey’s Autism Resource,” a
DVD which this department wrote, produced in English and Spanish and marketed to
more than 300 people from assorted audiences.

• Developed and circulated timely media advisories and press releases promoting agency
events.

• Researched, selected and circulated daily autism news clips to Board and staff.
• Trained, prepared and facilitated placement of agency staff, Board of Trustees members,

parents and professionals in national, state and local media including radio, cable and
broadcast TV news stories, talk shows and specials, as well as in DVDs, newspaper and
magazine interviews.

• Shaped, pitched, identified and secured media coverage to raise autism awareness and
agency’s visibility.

• Expanded agency’s Media Specialist directory, comprised of statewide families affected by
ASDs and autism professionals willing to work with media, to educate the public by sharing
their knowledge and personal stories.

Publications:

• Wrote and produced bi-monthly newsletters featuring topical autism news and interviews
with state and national autism leaders, professionals and families affected by ASDs.

• Updated, published and distributed numerous agency publications, including: the Annual
Report; Autism Awareness Month materials; agency brochure; professional workshops
schedule; and other materials.

• Proofread and edited promotional materials including.
• Coordinated publication of materials with outside vendors.
• Initiated the in-house design of promotional materials.
• Handled multiple printing/reprinting of agency brochures, booklets, pamphlets, flyers, pub-

lications and additional promotional materials.
• Identified and hired new newsletter designer saving agency approximately $8,000.
• Purchased Quark software to facilitate more in-house editing of materials, thus saving

agency money.
• Assisted agency departments with communications needs.
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• Submitted promotional ads to media outlets based on target audiences.
• Expanded and upgraded agency’s publications library of photos for use in agency materi-

als, website and other productions.

Website:

• Maintained agency website and regularly posted topical news stories, events and legislative
headlines.

• Updated referral lists.
• Posted agency DVDs on website.
• Collaborated with other department to implement online registration for workshops and

events through agency’s Raiser’s Edge database.
• Created an Annual Conference web section providing up-to-date information, which re-

ceived more than 6,000 hits and created the opportunity for people to register online.
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The 25th Annual Issues in Autism Conference
Cheryl Figliano is a preschool teacher for children with disabilities in the Bridge-
water-Raritan school district. Ann-Marie Kuba is an ABA preschool teacher in the
same district where she teaches Cheryl’s son, Joe, who has autism. Ann-Marie
has attended COSAC’s Issues in Autism Conference to continue her autism edu-
cation. Cheryl now attends this conference with Ann-Marie, not only as a profes-
sional in the field, but as a parent of a child with autism. In 2007 Ann-Marie
presented a workshop, “The Social Skill Maze,” using Joe as an example within
her video presentation. When she was also honored as COSAC’s 2007 Teacher of
the Year, Cheryl congratulated her.

The objective of COSAC's Issues in Autism Conference is to educate attendees about
the most topical issues in autism, and to receive a survey rating of 80% or better from
respondents.

2007 highlights included:

• Celebrated 25th Anniversary Conference, which attracted 1,300 attendees.
• An 88% satisfaction rating on Thursday, 93% on Friday and 98% on Saturday.
• Offered free Type 2 BACB® continuing education units with 53% more workshop options

for BCBAs and BCaBAs.
• Attracted 140 people to The State of the Science on Autism Interventions, presented in

conjunction with the Association for Science in Autism Treatment (ASAT).
• Presented a comprehensive adolescent and adult track with 25 workshops.
• Offered professional development hours for poster session presenters.
• Expanded the poster session to one hour.
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Operations and Administration
A family member contacted COSAC to inquire about Issues in Autism Conference
scholarships in order to attend the 2007 Conference. The family, which has a child
with autism, recently adopted two children. During the adoption process, the family
incurred many expenses, which was a financial hardship. The family emphasized
that many of the sibling workshops would be helpful and asked that their scholar-
ship application be considered. COSAC was able to offer this family one of 70 schol-
arships for two days of attendance and learning.

COSAC is committed to managing and operating the agency within the highest ethical and
managerial standards.

2007 accomplishments included:

• Hired Linda S. Meyer, Ed.D., MPA as Executive Director.
• Promoted Apryl L. Roach to Director of Business Management and Conference Director.
• Promoted Barbara Wells to Conference Coordinator.
• Integrated financial management and development database to more efficiently manage

agency’s financial and constituent records.
• Implemented internal electronic account payable processes.
• Upgraded accounting software package to Blackbaud’s Financial Edge.
• Added financial system enhancement feature for importing capabilities relative to payroll.
• Rewrote Human Resources manual.
• Added additional benefit offerings to staff.
• Revised agency By-Laws.
• Recruited 5 new members for the Board of Trustees.
• Hired a new audit firm.
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The Development Department
Jessica Van Derhoef is a dedicated teacher of children with autism at Rockaway
Meadow School in Parsippany, NJ. She values the importance of early interven-
tion and effective behavioral teaching techniques and received professional train-
ing and continuing education support from COSAC. In an endeavor to support
COSAC’s efforts, Jessica held a fund raiser to benefit the agency.

Jennifer DePietro’s son, Anthony, has autism. Knowing how important COSAC’s
services are to parents and professionals, Jennifer answered an ad for volunteers
for a fund raiser benefiting COSAC. To her surprise she connected with Anthony’s
teacher, Jessica, and a friendship was formed.

With help of their committee, the dynamic duo raised $23,000 for COSAC during
the First Annual Tricky Tray event. Jennifer and Jessica continued their commit-
ment to COSAC while representing the agency at the Somerset Patriot’s Autism

Awareness Day. Anthony was center stage, throwing out the game’s first pitch. Both
women continue to support each other and COSAC through their commitment to
raising autism awareness and funds.
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DONOR LISTING
All donations are for the 2007
calendar year (January 1 to
December 31) unless otherwise
noted. Every effort has been made to
ensure the accuracy of this list.
However, if we inadvertently omitted
your name or made an error in
spelling, please accept our apologies
and contact COSAC so that we may
correct the mistake.

Major Grants
The Select Equity Group Foundation

The Select Equity Foundation
remains our largest individual
contributor, with a grant of $118,000.
Former Board of Trustee member
Marie Santos championed our
cause. Marie is photographed above
with her family at the 2007 Fall Gala.
$118,000, General Support

Greenwich Autism Alliance
Foundation

Kelly and Bob Milazzo presented
COSAC with a check for $45,000,
proceeds from the Alliance’s first
annual golf outing.
$45,000, General Support

NY Center for Autism
Charter School
$25,000, toward Adult Resources

The Daniel Jordan Fiddle
Foundation
$16,500, toward Adult Resources
DVD Tri-Series

Allstate Foundation
$10,000, toward COSAC’s parent
education and special needs
planning workshops

“The Woods” Charitable Trust
$10,000, General Support

Elaine and Steven Masket
$7,500, toward Adult Resources

The E.J. Grassmann Trust
$6,100, toward purchase of new
computer server

The Lillian Lorber Trust
$6,000, General Support

Hyde and Watson Foundation
$6,000, toward computer equipment
and software purchase

Gene and Fran Doyle in honor of
Lexi Nelson
$4,800, toward Online Advocacy
Software

The Simpson Baber Foundation
$3,500, to underwrite the cost of the
facilitator for COSAC’s Hudson
County Parent Series

Charitable Fund of Lomurro,
Davison, Eastman and Muñoz, Inc.
$2,000, General Support

Lawrence Schacht Foundation
$1,800, General Support

General Donations

$3,500 to $2,000
American List Counsel, Inc.
Mr. John B. Muller
Regional Day School, proceeds from

Fifth Annual Auction for Autism
Wakefern Corporation

Wakefern Food Corporation

The Wakefern
Corporation
supported COSAC’s
Autism Awareness
efforts with a $2,500
contribution.

$1,999 to $1,000
Apple Food Services New Jersey
Cliff Barneman, collections from

running the 2007 NYC
Marathon

Danny’s House, Inc., toward
Adult Services

Knights of Columbus St. Mary’s
Council, No. 6202

Mr. Nicholas and Dr. Irene Laurora,
matched by Pfizer Foundation

National Calabria Forum
Siemens Caring Hands Foundation

$999 to $500
Allaire Women’s Club
Arlington Capital
Employees of Othro Biotech

Products, L.P., and Tibotec
Therapeutics

William Jacobson
Junior Women’s Club

of Washington, Inc.
Markel Corporation
New Jersey Association of Legal

Secretaries
Play for Your Cause
Anthony Yorio

$499 to $200
Bear Tavern Elementary School

Dress Down Day
Behavior Therapy Associates Bake

Sale
Robert Draper, matched by AXA

Foundation
Ms. Christine O. Dyer
Gable Elementary School Faculty
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Heyman
Dr. Norman Huang
Knights of Columbus, Regina Mundi

Council 3969
Ms. Lisa Leszcynski-Baselice
Ms. Michelle A. Mahabirsingh
Marlboro Township Policeman’s

Benevolent Association Local
196

Mom’s Club of Montgomery New
Jersey

New Jersey State Council Knights of
Columbus

Mr. Jeffrey Peacock
Mr. Frank A. Petranich
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory W. Sosonka
Mr. Alan V. Staniforth and Ms. Neng

Wang
Sussex County Kids Expo Vendors
Trenton Thunder Autism Awareness

Day

Mr. John V. Veech and Ms. Susan
Kirby-Veech

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Weir
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Webb
Ms. Stephanie Zepka

$199 to $100
Ms. Jodi Adelman
Mr. Thomas R. Barbour
Mr. Michael Basile and Ms. Evelyn

Codd
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Bellini
Ms. Virginia Breen
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Caron
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Carter
Mrs. and Mr. Laura Cioffi
Mr. Harry Collins
Mr. Jacek Dabrowski
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas D’Augusta,

D.D.S.
Ms. H.L. Lynne Deng
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Dolan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Felten
Mr. David H. Gartland and Ms.

Victoria Stano-Gartland
Dr. and Mrs. Steven Gordon
Mr. and Mrs. Harley M. Hays
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hogarth
Jacobs Levy Equity Management,

Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Safiye Kalyon
Mr. and Mrs. John Koenigsberg
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent P. Lamb
Mr. and Mrs. David Lanka
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Linder
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Lyons
Mr. and Mrs. Klaus Merkle
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Vic Miller
Ms. Joan A. Nathan
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Och
Mr. Oscar Palacios and Ms. Kim

O’Connell
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Powers
Mr. Francis Pulipati
Mr. and Mrs. Pritam S. Sahota
Mr. and Mrs. Lenny Sblendorio
Mr. Orrie M. Schulman
Mrs. Samidha Sinha
Ms. Avis Someris
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Spino
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Tomeo
Mr. and Mrs. Evan Trachtenberg
Mrs. Sue C. Vawter
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Wahlberg
Mrs. Joy E. Weingarten
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen D. Weisbuch
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Yocum
Woman’s Club of Bloomfield
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$99 to $51
Mr. and Mrs. Giancarlo Agnone
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Altschuler
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Askoff
Ms. Sherri Brandthill
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Burkardt
Ms. Marian Dar
Ms. Denise Discenza
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Drumright
Ms. LeRay M. Eason
Mr. Roy M. Edelsack and Ms.

Michele E. Martz-Edelsack
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Espinosa
Mr. and Mrs. Alfonso Esteban
George J. Mitchell Elementary School
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Goebel III
GoodSearch
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin King
Dr. Sheryl Leff-Ring
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Meighan
Mr. Henry M. Nyakairu
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Pantano
Mr. and Mrs. James Paone
Mrs. Diane Pettigrew
Mr. Nicholas Polydorou
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Roberts
Mrs. Polly Scott
Mr. and Mrs. Chi Kwong Seto
Ms. Lewei Shang
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Siatkowski
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Smolley
Mr. and Mrs. Mark A. Troncone
Mrs. Leslie Valentin
Mrs. Patricia C. Van Zile
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn S. Veralli
Ms. Lynn O’Connell Wiebe

$50
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Bliesath
Mrs. Kathryn A. Broad
Mrs. Sherene Brockriede
Mrs. Denise M. Brown
Mr. Charles Coons
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Corless, Jr.
Mr. Martin Crabtree and Ms. Beverly

Asselstine
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Crawford Jr.
Ms. Lauren M. Dalessio
Mr. and Mrs. Jack F. Douma
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Fedorchak
Mrs. Amy Figueroa-Rivera
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Grabow
Dr. and Mrs. Stanley I. Greenspan,

M.D.
Dr. Julie DiRico Hyman
Ms. Cathy Kletke
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony J. Kozierowski
Mrs. Lisa Locilento
Mrs. Ellen Lowenberger
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Luongo
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Modica

Ms. Robin McManus
Ms. Teresa McNally LCSW
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Milazzo
Mr. and Mrs. John Mussomeli
Mr. Sean A. Nelson
Ms. Susan C. Norton
Mr. and Mrs. Vinod Patel
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Peak, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Recine
Mr. and Mrs. Ricardo Reyes
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Ro
Dr. and Mrs. Steven Sacco
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph C. Saila
Mr. and Mrs. Keith R. Scott
Ms. Leora Secemski
Mr. Jeremiah P. Sheehan
Mr. Muhammad Siddiqui
Mrs. Lana Snitkovsky
Mrs. Valerie Tucci
Ms. Jodi Williams

$49 and below
Ms. Kathryn P. Blair
Ms. Elinor W. Burns
Ms. Stacey Calli
Ms. Mariellen Chasan
Ms. Regina Cinkowski
Ms. Marie Crenshaw
Mrs. Carolyn Cuda
Mr. and Mrs. Darnell Davis
Mr. Raymond B. Dolan
Ms. Tara Eirich
Ms. Robin Estrada
Ms. Eileen A. Etna
Mrs. Ifeoma Ezetah
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Flynn
Mrs. Maria Gallagher
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Gilmour
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Zema
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Grimaldi
Ms. Freya Holm
Dr. Eileen Hopkins
Ms. Caroline Hull
Ms. Holly Hunter
Mrs. Ruth Kalver
Ms. Therese Laskowski
Ms. Sylvia Lock
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Magar
Ms. Nadine Maher
Ms. June Manderichio
Ms. Linda Marina
Ms. Eileen McGourn
Ms. Jane Michelini
Ms. Adriane Miliotis
Penn, Schoen and Berland

Association, Inc.
Ms. Judy Pletnikoff
Ms. Ann Polites
Ms. Mildred Roberts
Ms. Jodi Ryzoff
Ms. Mildred Salsano
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Scharfman

Mrs. Karen Scheinbaum
Ms. Maria C. Silva
Ms. Rebecca Soto
Mr. Yogi Strachan
Ms. Renee L. Wallen
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen D. Weisbuch
Mrs. Doris White

Tributes

In Memory of
The following contributions were
made in loving memory of:

Barbara Aiton
The Steuer Family

Brendan Barlow
Aon Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius J. Bezuy
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew S. Blaskov
Mr. and Mrs. Wisner H. Buckbee
Joe’s Fix Its
Ms. Deborah L. Kennedy
Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. Martin
Ms. Lisa McQuade
Ms. Deborah A. Milller
Mr. Edward A. Shannon and

Mrs. Kathleen O’Brian
Shannon

Mr. and Mrs. Peter G. Val
Warwick Valley Middle School PT

Bea Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Golub and

Family

Arlene Campbell
Ms. Lisa McQuade

Florence Chidyllo
Mr. John Savage and Ms. Allison
Avicenna Plastic Surgery, LLC
Ms. Sophie Barnes
Mr. Lawrence Bathgate II
Mr. and Mrs. Samson Boodaghians
Mr. and Mrs. Al Cap
Ms. Joan Cestone
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Chavis
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Cimbolic
Ms. Michele Cutillo
Mr. and Mrs. Gavin DeCapua
Mr. Gavino DeCapua
Mr. and Mrs. Gustin DeCapua
Dr. Christopher Godek M.D.
Ms. Kathleen Jannarone
Dr. and Mrs. Marvin Kornmehl,

D.D.S.
Ms. Donna McMahon
Medical Staff of Monmouth Medical

Center
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Meyer

Monmouth Medical Center
Mr. and Mrs. Jules Resnick
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Resnick
Dr. and Mrs. Mark W. Reuter
Ms. Theresa A. Scialla
Ms. Lucy F. Visconti
Ms. Joanna Wieruszewski
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Yuskevich

Gilbert Cohen
Mr. and Mrs. Eric S. Boory

Jessica Robin Cook
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Palamara and

Family

Charles Coons
Dr. and Mrs. Michael P. Aquino
Ms. Lori Basile
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Brown
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Downes
Ms. Geneviene Hanchar
Mr. Robert Hiller Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas D. Lenahan
Mr. and Mrs. Evan Maltese
Ms. Lori Messina
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Page
Mr. and Mrs. Donato Saponaro and

Family
Ms. Ellen Schisler

Luke Eisel
Mrs. Lynne Layaou

Thomas Flynn
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Flynn

Gloria Giordano
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Afflitto

Ellen G. Lieb Hanley
American Pool Enterprises, Inc. and

Poolman
AXA Foundation
Ms. Margaret W. Becker
Mr. Joseph Boland
Mr. Scott Burdman
Mr. and Mrs. Frank T. Carpenter
Center for Hope Hospice
Mr. John B. Coloney
Mr. John Corliss
Ms. Katherine DeVincentis
Dr. and Mrs. James F. Dougherty
Mr. Tom Gilligan and Mr. Peter

Gilligan
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Grasso
Mr. Ira Grimmett
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Hanley
Ms. Eileen Hanley
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Jesuele
John J. Slattery Associates, Inc.
Mr. Walter Livingston
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Mr. Robert W. McNeill
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Megill
Monarch Capital Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony D. Nevolo
Mr. Gregg Pellecchia
Rossmar and Graham
Ms. Ellen Schisler
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Shannon
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Sheridan
The Wexford at Wall

Eleanor Hansen
The Elgart Family
Ms. Dolores Flannelly
Ms. Leslie Harshaw
Ms. Antonette Heniss
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard A. Levy
Ms. Susan Michael
Ms. Penny Mroz
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Pluese
Ms. Janel Sum and Mr. Richard
The Sabin Robbins Paper Co.
Mrs. Felicia Worrell

Peter Herzberg
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel J. Shaffer

Cynthia Idelman
P E O Sisterhood

Faye Krauser
Mr. and Mrs. Herb Jager

Marilyn Laemel
Ms. Barbara Shore

John Marotta
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Alkin

Elvira T. Mattozzi
Anonymous

Joseph McCulley
Mrs. Elvira C. Pellegrinelli

Ken and Agnes McMaster
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Flynn

Kevin O. McQuade
Ms. Lisa McQuade

Laira Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Murphy

Genevieve Nelson
Mr. Clifford C. Back
Ms. Rita Boni

Theresa Paeta
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Afflitto

Robert J. Pfleger
Anonymous
Mrs. Elaine L. Erickson and Family
Mrs. Ruthann Pfleger
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Rudisill
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Vachris

Antoinette Queli
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Afflitto

Flor Santos
Mrs. Victoria Clifford
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Murphy
Ms. Teri Riganti
Ms. Ellen Schisler
Select Equity Group, Inc.
Mrs. Jennifer Vinsonhaler

Earl Sattler
Ms. Miriam R. Tauber
Mr. and Mrs. William Weisbuch

Robert Frank Schear, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Schear

Alexander Shallop
Ms. Laura Arduini
Ms. Anna Atamaniuk
Ms. Kathleen M. De Blasio
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Drake
Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #43
Mr. and Mrs. Angelo Golino
Ms. Anne M. Grim
Mr. Robert E. Haver
Mr. Robert P. Lagonia
Ms. Betty Lane
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery R. Lane
Co-Workers of Steven Shallop in the

Alcohol Drug Testing Unit
Ms. Helen B. Meredith
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Myers Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. John Perehinys
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Schlosser
Ms. Rosemarie P. Schmidt
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Stellato
Ms. Edith Varey

Leonard Snider
Mr. and Mrs. Herb Jager

Beatrice Sorkin
Mr. and Mrs. Irving Askinazi
Mr. and Mrs. John Castiglia
Ms. Beth DeRosa
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Digesere
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Golub
Mrs. Zelda Leiderman
Ms. Shirley Magnus
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Merritt
Ms. Laura Park
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Rapoza
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Revesz

Mr. Alex Ricci
Mrs. Dorothy Rubin
Mr. and Mrs. William Schiffman
Ms. Audrey Segot

Kyle Walsh
AGL Welding Supply Co, Inc.
Bejay Pharmacy
Mr. and Mrs. David D. Blakeslee
Mr. Raymond Buesser
Mr. Alex De Chua and Ms. Adelaida

C. Ang
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Duffy
Ms. Erika Dumicic
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Fuchs J
Ms. Dolores Heinzmann
Hoboken University Medical Center
Zachary Leeds and Family
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Margiotta
Mr. Robert J. Meyer
Ms. Cheryl S. Nolan
Mr. and Mrs. Demetris Orfanos
St. Mary Hospital School of Nursing
Ms. Phyllis Standish
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Stanton
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Troyer and Family
Dr. Frank C. Vanore, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Venezio
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Walsh

Jeff Wijnen
Mr. David DeToffol

In Honor of
The following contributions were
made in honor of the following
individuals and occasions:

Brynn Alberici
Rich Bencivenga

The Amato Family
Mrs. Kay Mazzetta

Mary Amitrani
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Fitzmaurice

Thomas Barbour
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. McKeeby
Mr. and Mrs. Leon Molokie and

Family

Lorene Carbone
Mr. Bruce Liberman

Evelyn Codd and Michael Basile
Ms. Dorothy S. Codd

Harry Creamer III
Ms. Guinevere Hinkle

Mrs. Giacchino, Amber Hoff and
Patricia Beltran
Mrs. Sarah Jernstrom

Joshua Goldberg
Mr. and Mrs. Eliot Goldberg

Ethan Greeley
Mr. and Mrs. David Greeley

Group Fitness Instructors at
Lakeland Hills Family YMCA
Lakeland Hills Family YMCA

Matthew Jager
Ms. Abbe Rosenbaum

Andriana Katsios
Anonymous

Margaret McArvey
Ms. Barbara Addison

The McKeeby Family
Mr. Thomas R. Barbour

Daniel McMaster
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Flynn

The Michelini Family
Anonymous

Lauren Mitschele
Mr. Matthew Mitschele

William Novak
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Novak

Zachary Pellegrini
Ms. Carmel A. Caramagna

Ethan Pfleger
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Pfleger
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Rudisill

Paul Potito
Mrs. Arlene Kuhlthau

Joel and Fran Ryzoff
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Friedland

A.J. Schilpp
Mr. Timothy Hanlon
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Saalmuller

Barbara Strate
Mr. Jeffrey Rowbottom

Norbert Wartelsky
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Friedland
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Adam Winkler
Ms. Laura Stein

Kathy Wong’s mother and sister
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Golub and

Family

Jonathan Yard, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. William Dalferes Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Pratico

Chelsea Zirrith
The Waring Family

In Celebration of
The following contributions were
made in celebration of the following
special occasions:

Benjamin Boksiner’s 1st Birthday
Mr. and Mrs. Steven R. Adell
Mrs. Deborah A. Attalla
Mr. and Mrs. Filipe C. Cunha
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Gelsomino
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Nieradka
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Shuman

The Wedding of Kristen Breyer and
Charles Roy
Ms. Kristen Breyer

The Wedding of Dr. Carole Brown
and Mr. Robert Flowers
Mr. Frank W. Fay

Joseph and Norma Czaplicki’s 50th
Wedding Anniversary
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Reeves

Joey DeNofa’s 5th Birthday
Ms. Marcy Lightcap

R.J. Doyle’s Birthday
Mr. and Mrs. Colin Doyle

Eileen and Gene Fay’s 40th
Wedding Anniversary
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Corris
Ms. Bernadette Houston

Aron and Joan Fisher’s 50th
Wedding Anniversary
Dr. and Mrs. Steven Gordon

Charlie Fisher’s 10th Birthday
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Yeung

Elizabeth Frentzel’s 70th Birthday
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Marshall
Ms. Helen Slatkin

Ben Hack’s 1st Communion
Ms. Anne Masters

Jan and Elaine Handleman’s 35th
Wedding Anniversary
Dr. and Mrs. Steven Gordon

The Wedding of Monica Jarvis and
Tom Warfield
Ms. Antoinette Angotti
Ms. Elizabeth Greenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice D. Howe
Ms. Silvia Perez
Ms. Jill Ryan
Mrs. Marion Szy

Claud Kissin’s 80th Birthday
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Himler
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Judd
Mr. and Mrs. Costas Kartelias
Ms. Barbara Kissin and Mr. David

McDonald
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Land
Mr. Peter Land
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Levey
Mr. James Robinson and Ms. Naomi

A. Mustari
Mr. and Mrs. George L. Prewitt
Ms. Constance R. Schnoll
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Sesholtz
Mr. and Mrs. Milton Steinberg

The Marriage of Patti Maloney and
Lon Isenberg
Ms. Christine Helfrich

Linda Meyer’s appointment as
Executive Director
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Singer

Jane Milrad’s 90th Birthday
Ms. Ruth A. Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Paul H. Rogers

Paul Potito’s 60th Birthday
Mrs. Eleanor Potito

Mildred Robert’s 90th Birthday
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Flamm
Mr. Howard Flamm
Mr. Jeff Flamm

Sylvia and Milt Ruslin’s 65th
Anniversary
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Jacobson

S. Joseph Salerno’s 80th Birthday
Weiner and Bullaro Families

Benjamin Strate’s Bar Mitzvah
Mr. Andrew Postman

Jadyn Waiser’s 3rd Birthday
Ms. Sharon Webb

Zabrina Zaccone’s Bridal Shower
Mrs. Elizabeth Saladino

The Birth of Rabbi Yisroel and
Shirah Zell’s Grandson
Mr. and Mrs. George Schisler

COSAC Fund Donors
(October 2007 to March 31, 2008)

The Hilliard Family
Wanda Hilliard and children, Zaire
and Ashati Harper, were featured as
the 2007 COSAC Fund Family. The
campaign featuring her story raised
more than $55,000 for COSAC.

Gold Trunk (above $5,000)
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Zirpola

($10,000)

Trunk ($2,500 to $2,000)
Dr. and Mrs. Michael P. Aquino, in

memory of Charles Coons
Mr. Joseph A. Bartonek
Lawrence Schacht Foundation
Mr. Chip Rodden

Branches ($1,500 to $1,000)
Direct Cabinet Sales
Mr. Steve Fink and Ms. Lisa Green
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent A. Forlenza
Dr. and Mrs. Barry Goldman
Mr. Steven A. Janicek, in honor of

Alexander Janicek
Mr. Robert Rossi, in honor of Thomas

Doherty
Mr. Jeffrey Rowbottom
Dr. and Mrs. Matthew J. Shatz
The Teare Group, Inc.

Leaves ($500 to $400)
Mr. Frederick Bunker, III and Dr.

Linda Meyer
Center For Family Guidance, P.C.
Mr. Carmine Chiusano
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick J. Fiddle
Fidelity Investments Charitable Gift

Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Greenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hogarth
Mr. and Mrs. Channing Irwin
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Milazzo, in

honor of William Milazzo
Mr. John F. Moore, in memory of

Kathleen P. Moore
Ms. Kathleen Moore and Mr. Duncan

White
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Spaulding, in

honor of Kevin Molokie

$300 to $200
Mr. and Mrs. Julius Alberici
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred M. D’Augusta, in

honor of Thomas D’Augusta
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Di Meglio
Mr. Ray Douglass and Dr. Lynn

Douglass
Mr. Dean Freeman
Mrs. Lisa M. Krieger
Mr. and Mrs. Arie Peltzer
Mr. Frank A. Petranich, in memory of

Joseph and Margaret Petranich
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Rich
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew J. Rudolph
Mrs. Barbara Strate
Mr. John V. Veech and Ms. Susan

Kirby-Veech, in honor of Jack
Veech

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Weir, in honor of
The Weir Family

$150 to $100
Mr. Rich Bencivenga
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Berman
Ms. Carol J. Billow LSW, in honor of

the John Fish Family
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Braun
Mrs. Elaine Buchsbaum
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Callaghan, in

memory of Lynn Callaghan
Ms. Barbara Conforti, in memory of

Johanna Conforti
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Davis-Marsters
Mr. Richard Dino
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Doherty, in honor

of Thomas Doherty
Mr. and Mrs. Alfonso Esteban
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Farishian
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Fazio
Mr. James T. Fisher and Mrs. Kristina

Chew Fisher, in honor of
Charlie Fisher

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Forte
Ms. Maureen Gardner, in honor of

Linda Jacobson’s 50th Birthday
Mr. David H. Gartland and Ms.

Victoria Stano-Gartland
General and Vascular Surgical

Associates of North Jersey, P.A.
Mr. and Mrs. Eliot Goldberg

19



C O S A C 2 0 0 7 A N N U A L R E P O RT

Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Gottardi
Mr. and Mrs. Manuel Hernandez
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Huegel
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Kahn
Mr. and Mrs. Charles King
Dr. David Krauss
Mr. John Krilla
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce R. Lovelace, in

honor of Jessica Scanlon
Mr. Lawrence J. McEntee Sr., in

memory of Mae McEntee
Mr. and Mrs. David McGuire
Ms. Frances Mitch-Ratcliff, in

memory of Ken Kubasko and
Frank Mitch

Ms. and Mr. Joyce Nunziata, in
honor of Michael Nunziata

Mr. and Mrs. William Patrick
Ms. Gina Pomponio
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Pratico, in honor

of Jonathan Yard, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Raghu Ramasamy, in

honor of Ashwin Ram
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Roggio, in honor

of Alex Roggio
Mr. and Mrs. Ohad Rotenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas R. Saboy, in

honor of your grandson, Kyle
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew R. Schiering,

in honor of COSAC staff and
board

Ms. Constance R. Schnoll, in honor
of Carrie Prewitt

Mr. William J. Smith and Ms. Sandra
Lopez

Dr. David Smolin
Solution Strategists, Inc.
SSP Architectural Group, Inc.
Drs. Aubrey and Sharon Stoch
Mr. Joseph N. Straus and Ms. Sally

Goldfarb
Ms. Lucila Tello
Mr. Robert Tippin
Mr. Robert Titus
Mr. Nicholas Videtti, in honor of

Linda Vendetti
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Weston, in

honor of Douglas Weston
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Yager

$99 to $50
Mr. and Mrs. Josef Beer
Ms. Robin Bruen
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph E. Carty
Mrs. Carolyn Clark
Ms. Marie Crenshaw
Ms. Marian Dar
Mr. Richard F. Delucry and Ms.

Barbara McGuire
Mr. and Mrs. Franklin Desposito
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Druckman
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Esposti

Ms. Amy M. Feggeler, in honor of
Peter

Mr. and Mrs. James J. Fisher
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd S. Frisher, in

honor of Erika Frisher
Ms. Mia Buchwald Gelles
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Haddock
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Harris
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Hoffman
Mr. Matt Hyatt and Ms. Lori Marrazzo
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Jacobson
Mr. Jamal Mahmood and Ms. Shazia

Jamal
Jo-Ann’s Dance Studio, Inc., in honor

of Alexander Catalina
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kelly, in honor

of Robbie Emmer and in
memory of Winifred Kelly, great
grandmother of Robbie

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Kirk, in honor of
Nicholas Galano

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kline
Ms. Susan J. Klotz
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Koenigsberg, in

honor of Tim Koenigsberg
Mrs. Arlene Kuhlthau, in honor of

Paul A. Potito
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Lichter, in honor of

Zachary Lichter
Mr. Stephen R. Loughlin and Ms.

Anne Celia-Loughlin, in honor
of Stephen V. Loughlin

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce R. Lovelace, in
honor of Ross Wilson

Ms. Mary Lytle, in honor of Alec
Rorth and, in memory of
Brennan Lytle

Mrs. Jessica A. MacDougall
Mr. and Mrs. William Mackey
Ms. Elena Marmo
Mr. and Mrs. R. Masterson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Matos, in

memory of Patricia McNamara
Mr. Anthony E. Meyer
Ms. Eleanor R. Michalski, in honor of

Calvin and Faith Huegel
Mr. and Mrs. Ariel Moriyon
Mr. Joseph Moschella, in honor of

Zaire Harper
Mr. Mark D. Naples, in honor of

Gerard Valiant
Mr. Christopher Nemeth and Dr.

Laurie Nemeth, in honor of
Julie

Ms. Rosemary Neubelt, in memory
of Thomas Orrico

Mr. David Neves, in honor of son
Christian

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy G. S. Ong, in
honor of Charlie Fisher

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas J. Pannone
Ms. Dawn Peck

Mr. and Mrs. Devaiah B. Poylangada,
in memory of Sanjee

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Ritter
Mr. and Mrs. R. Daniel Rouse
Mr. and Mrs. George Schisler
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Settipani
Mr. and Mrs. Ashok Shah
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Silver
State Farm Insurance Companies, in

honor of Sam Weiss
Mr. Vincent Sujkowski, in honor of

Val Austin Sblendorio
Mr. and Mrs. James Terminiello
Mr. and Mrs. Rich Toner
Ms. Maria Trentacoste
Mr. and Mrs. William Vick
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Weiss
Mr. Tianhong Xi and Ms. Yao Zhao
Ms. Sasha Zoltanski, in honor of

Alexander Diaz

$35 to $25
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Apolito
Mr. and Mrs. Ira Arshen
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence E. Bernstein,

in honor of Ryan and Sean Fay
Ms. Elizabeth Beruta, in honor of

William Milazzo
Ms. Danielle Borromeo, in honor of

Sophia
Ms. Carolyn Calix
Mrs. Mary P. Capawana
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Carlson
Ms. Majorie E. Chisholm
Mr. and Mrs. Prokopis A. Christou, in

honor of Andrew
Ms. Dorothy S. Codd
Mr. John B. Coloney, in memory of

Ellen G. Hanley
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Corallo, in honor of

Nicole
Ms. Alice M. DiPaola
Dr. Michael J. Decosmo
Ms. Carol A. Dziedzic, in honor of

The Coleman Family
Mr. and Mrs. Roberto J. Enriquez, in

honor of Angela and Robin
Enriquez

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Farricker
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Fehl, in

memory of Gloria Fehl
Mr. and Mrs. Lowell Fein, in honor of

Jake Hudes
Mr. Frances Fischer, in honor of

Zachary Rich
Mr. Martin Fried
Ms. Margaret Friedman, in memory

of Erna Friedman
Ms. Rosemarie Gilcrest, in honor of

John John Yard
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce D. Gilson
Ms. Cynthia L. Gross, in honor of

RJ Hood

Mr. Howard Gurian
Mrs. Mary Ann Hare, in honor of

Tristan Mitchell
Ms. Evelyn Intrater, in honor of Scott

B. Solomon
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Kafes
Mr. Raymond F. Kurland, in memory

of Mary Kurland
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Lamarca
Mr. Frank P. Lettera, in honor of Sean

Gisel
Mr. Bruce Liberman, in honor of

Lorene Carbone
Ms. Joan Lloyd, in honor of your

grandson Dylan Buhse
Mr. John J. LoCrasto, in memory of

Lara Murphy
Ms. Kelly Ann McDonough
Mr. and Mrs. John T. O’Neill, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Paglinawan
Mr. and Mrs. A.P. Pascua
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Quinn
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Ro
Ms. Mildred Roberts
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Routon Jr.
Ms. Jodi Ryzoff
Ms. Claire G. Saunders, in honor of

Avi Saunders
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Schear, in

memory of Robert F. Schear, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Stanford Silverschotz
Mr. and Mrs. Barry S. Solin
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Solomon, in

honor of Scott Soloman
Mrs. Rosina Sorrenti
Mr. John Steffens
Mr. and Mrs. Hollister B. Sykes
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Tartaglia, in

honor of Christopher
Ms. Beverly Taubel, in honor of Claire

Saunders
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald H. Troast, in

honor of John Yanik
Ms. Mary L. Van Kirk
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Vergura
Mr. and Mrs. Guido Von Autenried
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Willoughby
Ms. Judith A. Woop
Ms. Laurie J. Zelman, in honor of

Becky and Tommy Slack

$20 and under
Mr. and Mrs. Frank T. Abrams
Ms. Ruth Ann Adrian
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Bacher
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Beckerman, in

memory of Joan Dellatorre
Ms. Mary Ann Cece, in memory of

Robert J. Cece
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin J. Chatfield, Jr.,

in honor of Suzanne Kelleher
Mr. and Mrs. Arup Chatterjee
Mr. and Mrs. David C. Day 20



C O S A C 2 0 0 7 A N N U A L R E P O RT

Ms. Lois Feigenbaum
Mr. and Mrs. Cesar Fernandes
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Fresco
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Garb, in honor

of Joshua Goldberg
Mr. and Mrs. George Graham
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hecht
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Kernahan
Mr. Clifford Killip and Ms. Rachel

Capuyan-Killip
Mr. and Mrs. Evan Klein
Ms. Joann K. Lockhart, in honor of

Tim and Tom
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Manderioli, in

honor of Jena Manderioli
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Mancuso, in

honor of Chase and Cole
Mancuso

Mrs. Elizabeth V. Planz, in honor of
Joseph R. Browne

Ms. Michele Rowe
Mr. Joseph Russo, in honor of

COSAC
Ms. Ellen Schisler
Ms. Pablita Solis
Mrs. Frances Suozzi, in honor of

Daniel Moore
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Thein
Mrs. Barbara Weiner, in honor of

Jonathan Weiner

COSAC Events

2007 Issues in Autism
25th Annual Conference
May 17-19, 2007
Atlantic City, New Jersey

Sponsorships
Silver Anniversary Sponsors
($25,000)
Jonathan and Suzanne Rich, Harvey

Electronics, vFinance
Investments, Inc. and
Harborview Capital Advisors

The NJ Governor’s Council for
Medical Research and
Treatment of Autism

Conference Tote Bags ($10,000)
Autism Speaks

Awards Reception ($7,500)
Hamamatsu Corporation

Gold Member Luncheon ($5,000)
The Eden Family of Services

Scholarship Sponsors ($250)
Brighter Starts
Linda Walder Fiddle in honor of Ava

Jayne Fiddle, Junior
Ambassador

Merrill Lynch (x5)
Kathleen Moore and Duncan White
The Paone Family
Joel and Lila Redmount and Family
Ride for Autism

General Sponsors
New Jersey Office for Prevention of

Mental Retardation and
Developmental Disabilities

2007 COSAC Award Winners
Congratulations to the following
individuals for their commitment to
New Jersey’s autism community.

The following recipients were
selected by a committee* of 2006
Award Winners:

Community Service Provider of the
Year Award
Joanne Monaco, Special Olympics

New Jersey

Distinguished Service Award
Dr. Andrew Bondy and Lori Frost,

Pyramid Educational
Consultants, Inc.

Individual Achievement Award
Thomas Mulligan

Teacher of the Year Award
Ann Marie Kuba, Bridgewater-

Raritan School District

The following recipients were
selected by COSAC Board and staff
members:

Autism Awareness Ambassador
of the Year Award
Maria Teresa Abinader

Community Partner Award
Trenton Thunder and Greg Coleman

Corporate Partner Award
vFinance

Development Achievement Award
Greg Panasuk and Kevin Orender,

“Solve the Puzzle” Jump for
Autism

The Frank Simms Volunteer
of the Year Award
Jessica Vanderhoef

Healthcare Professional
of the Year Award
Dr. Lucille Esralew

Junior Autism Awareness
Ambassador of the Year Award
Erin O’Connor

Legislator of the Year Award
Assemblyman Joseph Roberts

Media Award
The Record
Comcast Newsmakers

Peer Award
Jenn LaGratta, Stephanie Corvo.

Kelsey J. McGrail and Nicole E.
Tomasofsky

Service and Commitment Award
Paul Potito

Golf Outing
August 6, 2007
Forsgate Country Club

2007 Golf Committee
With the help of a dedicated
committee exclusively comprised of
fathers of children with autism, the
2007 Golf Outing raised $84,000 for
COSAC.

2007 Golf Committee

Kevin Doherty (Co-Chair)
Steve Pellegrinelli (Co-Chair)
Michael Aquino
Mike Cullen
Geoff Dubrowsky
Steve Goodyear
Kevin Hanley
Neil Hudes
Mike Maron
Sean Nelson
Jim Paone
Steve Sobel
Gino Valiant

Presenting Sponsors
The Michael J. Valiant Sr. Foundation
The Wilensky Foundation

Tournament Sponsors
Commerce Bank
The Pellecchia Family/AXA Advisors

Grand Sponsors
George and Barbara Karr
Gerber Products
Lomurro, Davison, Eastman and

Muñoz, P.A.
NBA Cares
Western Pest Services

Dinner Sponsors
Kastle Mortgage
The Pellegrinelli Family
Ridge Abstract Corporation

Lunch Sponsors
Appetito Provisions Co., Inc.
Central Jersey Emergency Medical

Associates, P.C.
Dorothy and James Paone
The Orthopedic Institute of Central

New Jersey
Robert H. Adler, D.D.S., P.C., and

Thomas D’Augusta, D.D.S, P.C.

Beverage Cart Sponsors
Friends of Mike Aquino
Gabriel and Nathaniel Aquino
NYBOT Futures and Options for Kids
Sean Nelson in honor of Lexi and Joe

Nelson

Tee Sponsors
Access Point Solution
Amber Air
Aquino, Hartrich, Hrab, Heyden,

Patti, Thierman, MD
Atlantic Surgical
Autism Speaks
BJ Ness Consulting
Benchmark Acoustics
Birdsall Engineering
Bove Enterprises, LLC
Robert D. Burke
CARPET, et cetera
Chubb CPSS
Patrick Cipolla
Civale, Silvestri, Alfieri, Martin and

Higgins, LLC
Cross New York
MaryLou and Al D’Augusta
The Doherty Family for Thomas
DOORS
The Dubrowsky Family
Friends of Mike Aquino
Gerber Products
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Group Strategies
Helping Out PDD Education (HOPE)
Hinkle, Fingles and Prior
Hunterdon Medical Center
Hutchins, Farrell, Meyer and Allison,

P.A.
International Process Plants and

Equipment
Jump, Scutellaro and Company,

L.L.P
Kaplow Insurance
Gene Kershner
George E. Menditto
Michael J. Wright Construction Co.,

Inc
Pearl and Walter Mininsohn
MRL Manufacturing Corp.
Murray Construction Co., Inc.
Net Jets
North Delaware Printing
Novins, York, Pentony and Pagano
Novy and Associates, LLC
The Pass Family for Matty
Pathology Solutions
Penguin Air Conditioning Corp.
Rempac Foam Corporation
Ronca, Hanley, Nolan and Zaremba
Eddie Santiago M.D.
SAP Global Marketing Inc.
Shore Gastroenterology
The Sobel Family
Dr. Charles Spellman
Spirit of ‘76 Corp
Thoresen Foundation for Special

Needs Inc
The Tobey Family
Trident Abstract Title Agency, LLC
Twin Crest
W.L.D. Inc.
WC and FR. LLC

Major Donors Above $1000
Chubb Corporation
AC Pasquale

$500 to $750
The JSJ Family Foundation
Robert Heugle Jr.
Jo Jones
Patrick Lynch

$250 to $300
Christopher “Kip” Condron
Garvey, Ballou and Van Dyke
Evelyn Hall
Robert Jones Jr.
Diane and John Kelleher
John Krahnert
Novartis Corporation
Toms River Cardiology Associates,

LLP
Mark Viola

Ed Zipf
Charles Zoccoli

Hole-in-One Cars
DCH Kay Honda of Eatontown
Freehold Dodge

Fall Gala “Jazz it Up for Autism”
Featuring Special Musical Guest,
Max Weinberg
October 27, 2007
East Brunswick Hilton

Fall Gala

Our 2007 Fall Gala, “Jazz it Up for
Autism,” featured special
entertainment by Max Weinberg and
remarks by Governor Jon Corzine.
Both are pictured here with COSAC
Board President Dr. Michael Aquino
and COSAC Executive Director Linda
Meyer. The event raised $57,000.

2007 Fall Gala Committee Chairs:
Debbie Cullen and Donna Doherty

Committee:
Cheryl and Michael Aquino
Tracey Gray-Walker
Helen and Norman Greenberg
Leslie Long
Linda Meyer
Lorraine and James Paone
Gail and Paul Potito
Suzanne and Jonathan Rich
Ellen Schisler
Michelle and Robert Smigel
Barbara Strate
Robert Titus
Jessica Vanderhoef

Sponsors

Silver Event Sponsors
The Greenwich Autism Alliance

Foundation, Inc.
Robert and Michelle Smigel

Centerpiece Underwriter
Autism Speaks

Journal Printing Underwriter
The Daniel Jordan Fiddle Foundation

Party Favor Underwriter
Lifespire New Jersey

Tables
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Aquino
Autism Speaks
Brighter Starts, LLC
The Bunker/Meyer Family
The Doherty/Cullen Families
Eden Family of Services
Hinkle, Fingles and Prior
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Long
The Mahabirsingh Family
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Masket
New Horizons in Autism
The Ride for Autism
Search Day Program
Trey’s Circle of Love
Wall Street Access

Photography donated by:
Patti and Rob Ramos
Special Shots Unlimited, LLC
www.specialshotsunlimited.com

Patron Donors (above $500)
The David Feit Memorial Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Fay

Community Events
In addition to the aforementioned
COSAC-sponsored events,
individuals and groups coordinate
events on COSAC’s behalf each year.
We thank the following individuals for
their significant contributions through
the following special events.

7th Annual Ride for Autism,
presented by BGC Partners
(June 9, 2007)
Ride for Autism

The Ride for Autism is one of the
many community event fund raisers
planned to benefit COSAC. The 2007
event raised $75,000.
$75,000
Organized by Andy Abere, Tim Hitzel

and Committee

1st Annual Tricky Tray for Autism
(March 15, 2007)
$23,382
Organized by Jess Vanderhoef

Salt Creek Grille Princeton Wine
and Martini Fund raiser
(March 19, 2007)
$22,025
Organized by Hugh L. Preece and

Steve Bidgood

SEA Paddle NYC
(August 11 and 13, 2007)
$15,000
Organized by Andrew Mencinsky

and Surfers Environmental
Alliance

Remington and Vernick Engineers
Bowling Tournament
(March 31, 2007)
$13,750
Organized by Remington and Vernick

Engineers

Center State Autism Foundation
Golf Outing
(June 11, 2007)
$10,000
Organized by Bob Walsh and Center

State Mortgage

Junior Women’s Club of Sparta
Festival of Trees
(November 16 and 17, 2007 )
$8,050
Organized by Carrie Kelleher and

Darlene Blandina

Westlake Golf and Country Club
Tennis Tournament and Banquet
(July 29, 2007)
$5,310
Organized by Howard and Toby

Lazan

Jump for Autism Wine Tasting
(January 27, 2007)
$5,000
Organized by Gregory Panasuk

The New Jersey District Kiwanis
Foundation and the Kiwanis Club of
Toms River’s “An Evening at the
Boardwalk”
(March 31, 2007)
$5,000 (for Autism New Jersey

Foundation)
Organized by Yvette Janvier, M.D.
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Forward Air 3rd Annual Holiday
Cruise
(December 12, 2007)
$3,600
Organized by Jim Ciraky

Burlington County Walk for Autism
(May 20, 2007)
$3,176
Organized by Jacqueline Moore

Hanover PowerSports 2nd Annual
Ride for Autism Motorcycle Run
(September 30, 2007)
$3,044
Organized by James DiCataldo and

Hanover PowerSports

Reeds Road School Walkathon
(November 2, 2007)
$2,748
Organized by Monica Silver

ASBT’s 1st Annual Fund Raiser –
Bowling for Autism
(May 19, 2007)
$2,000
Organized by Sharlene Zuppardo

and Autism Searching for a
Better Tomorrow

Phoenix Productions – Fiddler on
the Roof Benefit Performance
(July 15, 2007)
$900
Organized by Andrea Zawadcky

Rutgers Zeta Beta Tau Fraternity
“Get on the Ball for Autism” Fund
raiser
(Week of October 1, 2007)
$822
Organized by Matt Cortina and ZBT

Fraternity

2007 Autism Awareness
Month Campaign
Thank you to the following individuals
who coordinated fund raisers for
COSAC during April, National Autism
Awareness Month.

Autism Awareness Ambassadors

More than 650 Ambassadors and
Junior Ambassadors organized fund-
raising events and awareness
projects for April, National Autism
Awareness Month. Activities included
Dress Down Days (such as the one
planned by Byram Township Schools
pictured here), library displays and
presentations.

2007 Autism Awareness Month
Campaign

Over $10,000
AXA Corporation
Tracy Grey-Walker

$9,999 to $7,500
Glen Ridge School District
Jack DeWitt

Terrill Middle School Builder’s Club
Maureen Semple

$5,999 to $5,000
Helen Morgan School
Maria Trentcosta and Krist Hicok

$2,999 to $2,000
Krystn Cedzidlo

Kelly Milazzo

$1,999 to $1,000
Belleville School District
Sharon Stivale

Clifton Public Schools
Laura Zacharyczuk

The Early Childhood Learning
Centers
Allyson Dworacek and Shannon

Rafferty

East Brunswick Public Schools
Mariann Zema

The Learning Center
Jasmine Grey and Katy Ferrante

LorettaRose, LLC
Loretta Boronat (toward Adult

Initiatives)

Jill Nevad

Piscataway School District
Alison Bodnar

Nancy Potts

Rockaway Township School District
Jessica LaForgia

Jani Sblendorio

S.C.O.P.E.
Vicki Eisen

Jenna Weiss

Whiton Elementary School
Michele Gardner and Sally Klemm

Julie Bartha-Vasquez

Jon Yard

$999 to $500
Burnet Street School
Qwaye Bright

Caldwell Banker
Candace Larson

Christian Brothers Academy
Diane Lewis

The Phoenix Foundation, Inc.
Geraldine Gibbia

The Pingry School – Short Hills
Campus
Darina and Mark Shtrakman

Raritan Bay Medical Center in Perth
Amboy
Kelly Hart-Reinhard and Janet Repp

Erica Steiger

Steinert High School National
Technical Honor Society
Helen Rickett

Barbara Strate

Kathy Thoresen

West Windsor-Plainsboro School
District
Lorell Levy and Vicki Elkins

$499 to $300
All Saints Regional Catholic School
Kelsy Lardiere

Melissa Basile

Grover Middle School
Karina Padron

Ketler Elementary School
Sonali Sadarangani

Patricia Maloney

Neptune Middle School
Anna Martuscelli

Park Lake School
Laurie and Daniel Walter

Pierrepont School/Rutherford Board
of Education

Regional Day School
Colleen Henry

Ringwood School District
Denise Emolo

St. Ambrose School
Lorraine Paone

Thomas Jefferson Elementary
School
Cheryl Dauth

Toms River Intermediate School
East
Cynthia Policastro-Smith

Willowglen Academy
Annette Falkowski

$299 to $200
Belmar Elementary School
Wendy Callahan

Byram Lakes Elementary School
Kara Valeich

Gary H. Silver Architects PC
Jack DeWitt

Ann Gherardi

Richard and Barbara Grant
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Harbor School
Darlene Davis

Herbertsville School
Leslie Browne

Hillsborough High School
Chris Werner

Junior Women’s Club of Rutherford
Terri Spettell

Heather Oguss

Rosann Richards

South Brunswick High School
Londa Appignani

Lindsay Totams

Woodland Elementary School
Stephanie Antunes

Under $199
Barclay Early Childhood Center
Renee Mancini

Forest Street Elementary School
Elizabeth Gorzelany

Mary Gigante

JFK You and Me School

Khara J. Holtje

Morgan Elementary School
in Hamilton
Patti Walter

Neptune Township Early Childhood
Center
James Nulle

Nutley High School
Melissa Stivale

Plumsted Township School District
Jessica Howland

Robert L. Horbelt School,
Barnegat NJ
Leigh-Ann Brown

Sonali Sadarangani

Stratford School District
Lauren Tretina

Yisell Balinas

Workplace Giving
Annually, COSAC receives thousands
of dollars via various workplace
campaigns, including the United
Way, Public Employees Campaigns
and a several private companies’
employee fund drives. COSAC is
pleased to participate in the
following:

Workplace Giving
More than $35,000 is annually
contributed to COSAC through
workplace giving and employee
payroll deductions. Thank you to
individuals like Elliot Levy and
companies like Bristol Myers Squibb
for selecting COSAC as a beneficiary
of their pledges.

Federal Government Employees
North Jersey Combined Federal

Campaign
South Jersey Combined Federal

Campaign

State Government Employees
New Jersey State Employees

Charitable Campaign

County Public Employees Combined
Campaign
Atlantic County
Burlington County
Camden County
Gloucester County
Hunterdon County
Monmouth County
Union County

Private Employees Workplace
Campaigns
Allstate Giving Campaign
Ameriprise Financial
AT&T
Honeywell Hometown Solutions
ING
KPMG
McGraw-Hill Community Partners
Medco Health
Merck
Microsoft
Morgan Stanley
Pepsi Bottling Group
Prudential
PSEG Power of Giving Campaign
TIAA-CREF
Verizon Foundation
Wells Fargo

United Way
United Way of Atlantic County
United Way of Bergen County
United Way of Central Jersey, Inc.
United Way of Chester County
United Way of Delaware
United Way of Gloucester County
United Way of Greater Los Angeles
United Way of Greater Mercer

County
United Way of Greater Union County
United Way of Hunterdon County
United Way of Monmouth County
United Way of Morris County
United Way of New York City
United Way of Somerset County
United Way of Southeast Delaware

County
United Way of Southeastern

Pennsylvania
United Way of Tri-State
United Way of Westchester and

Putnam, Inc.

Thank you to the following
individuals who pledged to COSAC
via the aforementioned campaigns:
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Armus
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Brill
Ms. Valerie Carmody
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory J. Chambers
Ms. Janet E. D’Alessio
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Davenport
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Day
Ms. Patricia Esler
Mr. Seth Finkelstein
Mr. and Mrs. E. Warren Gardner
Mr. and Mrs. Corrado Gigante
Ms. Catherine Hamara
Ms. Carol Heaver
Mr. Steve Hempel
Ms. Joan K. Hess
Mrs. Valerie Howell
Mr. Neil Hudes
Ms. Mary E. Jacobs
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Jacobson
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Kahrer
Ms. Ann Kohn
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Laulette
Ms. Lori Leopardi
Ms. Karen Lorenzetti
Ms. Mary-Elizabeth Lougheed
Mrs. Laura Marcy
Ms. Bonnie McPherson
Ms. Dawn Meekins
Mr. and Mrs. William Meyer
Ms. Barbara Miles
Mr. Louis Millan
Ms. Anita Miller
Ms. Anna Milorey
Ms. Theresa Montenigro
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Newman

Ms. Theresa Palombaro
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Paparozzi
Mr. Kevin J. Petranich
Mr. Anthony Petruzzelli
Mrs. Stephanie Pettiford
Ms. Mary Ann Regada
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Robinson
Ms. Nancy Rooney
Ms. Carol Ross
Mr. and Mrs. John G. Rutkowski
Ms. Deborah Sausen
Mr. Richard Schwab
Mr. Pranan Shah
Mr. Lee A. Solomon
Mr. William Toms
Ms. Sandra M. Voelcker
Ms. Helen J. Walk
Dr. Wendi Webster-O’Dell
Ms. Jennifer Willaert
Ms. Elizabeth Williams

Matching Gifts
COSAC received matching gifts from
the following companies:

Adobe Systems Incorporated
Aon Foundation
AXA Foundation
Bank of America Matching Gift

Program
BD Matching Gift Program
BlackRock Matching Gift Program
The Chubb Corporation
Freddie Mac Foundation
Johnson and Johnson Family of

Companies
Novartis Matching Gift Center
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts

Program
Prudential Foundation Matching Gifts

Program
Select Equity Group, Inc.
The IDT Charitable Foundation
Wachovia Foundation

In Kind Gifts
Sincere thanks to the following
companies and individuals for their
donation of products and services in
support of COSAC events and
activities:

Academy of Natural Sciences
AC Convention and Visitors Authority
AHH! Products Incorporated
Athlete’s First and Ryan Williams
Augustino’s , Hoboken
Bar Anticipation and Reggie Hyde
Bay Ave Trattoria, Highlands
Mary Begley
Deb Behar and Godiva
Brighter Starts
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John F. Burke
CanDo Fitness and Koi Spa
Chantrelle
Cheesecake Factory
Commerce Bank
Cooper Levinson April Niedelman

and Wagenheim
Courtyard by Marriott /Selby Family

The Cullen Family
The Daily Show with Jon Stewart
Dale and Thomas Gourmet Popcorn
John D’Ambrosio
DCH Kay Honda of Eatontown
Frank Dicopoulos
Different Roads to Learning
The Doherty Family
Dorney Park and Wild Water

Kingdom
Eagle Oaks Country Club
Eatontown TV and Appliance
East Brunswick Hilton
Forsgate Country Club
Freehold Dodge
The Gables, Beach Haven
Garden State Discovery Museum
George Street Playhouse
Gerber Products and Steve Goodyear
Frank Gianetti
Godiva and Deb Behar
Goosie Cards
The Grand Café, Morristown
Growing Together
Harmony Beaded Creations
Herb and Trish Hinkle
The Hudes Family
Hunterdon Medical Center
Italian Accessory Network
Keansburg Amusement Park
The Kelsey Theatre
Kramer Photography,

Hllsborough, NJ
Kramer Photography, Red Bank, N.J.
LaCipollina, Freehold, NJ
Land of Make Believe
Tracy Leonardo
Live with Regis and Kelly
LorettaRose, LLC
The Maron Family
The McCarter Theatre
Mohegan Sun
Kathy Moore and Duncan White
The Myriad Restaurant Group
NBA Cares
New Jersey Devils
Novartis Consumer Health, Inc.
Origins Palmer Square
The Paone Family
Paper Mill Playhouse
Patriot Hills Golf Club and Dave

Fusco
The Pellegrinelli Family

Amy Perrine and Kevin Smith
Peter Max/Global Works, Inc.
Kevin Petranich
Philadelphia 76ers
Philadelphia Flyers
Philadelphia Wing
Pine Creek Mini Golf
Please Touch Museum
Keith Powell and 30 Rock
ProForma Specturm Graphics
Anne Quigg
Raven and the Peach, Fair Haven
Rena Lange USA
Nancy and Charlie Richardson
Salt Creek Grille, Princeton
Salt Creek Grille, Rumson
The Schisler Family
Sesame Place
Sheraton Atlantic City Hotel
Somerset Patriots
The State Theatre of NJ
The Stress Factory
The Strate Family
Super Duper Publications
Bob Titus
Jessica and Ryan Vanderhoef
The Valiant Family
Vincent Publications and Mr.

Stephen Slocum
Derek Walker, Tracey Gray-Walker

and Trey Walker
Max Weinberg
Wendy Borg
Western Industries
Westside Theater
WFAN and Mike and the Mad Dog

Autism New Jersey
Foundation
The Autism New Jersey Foundation
was established in 2005 to support
the important work of COSAC and
ensure the future stability of the
organization. To learn more about
this foundation and planned giving
opportunities, contact
609.883.8100, extension 17.

Membership
COSAC boasts a membership of
more than 2,000 committed parents,
professionals and organizations.
While space precludes us from listing
all of their names, we are grateful for
their support of COSAC. If you are
not yet a member of COSAC, but
wish to learn more about the benefits
of joining, please contact our offices
at 609.883.8100.

The following is a list of Agency and
Corporate members with active
status as of December 31, 2007.

AdvoServ of New Jersey
ALFA Development, Inc.
Allegro School
Alpine Learning Group, Inc
The ARC of Essex County
The ARC of Hunterdon County
The ARC Kohler School/The ARC of

Union County
The ARC of Ocean County
Archway Programs
Autism Speaks, Inc.
Bancroft NeuroHealth
Bergen Center for Child Development
Bergen County Special

Services/Washington School
Programs

Berkeley Twp Board of Education,
Child Study Team

The Boggs Center/UMDNJ
Brighter Starts LLC
Burlington County Special Services

School District
The Calais School
Camden County Educational

Services Commission
The Center for Family Support
The Center for Neurological and

Neurodevelopmental Health
The Center for Special Needs, Inc
The Child Wellness Center
Children’s Center of Monmouth

County
The Children’s Institute
Children’s Specialized Hospital
Comegno Law Group, PC
The Comprehensive Learning Center
CPC Behavioral Health Care
The Daniel Jordan Fiddle Foundation
David Gregory School
Devereux
Douglass Developmental Disabilities

Center
Durand Academy and Community

Services
East Windsor Board of Education
Easter Seals New Jersey, Inc.
The Eden Family of Services
EPIC
Fair Lawn Public Schools
The Family Resource Network
Gateway School
Gloucester County Special Services

School District
Harbor School
I.M.P.A.C.T.
Institute for Educational Achievement

Inc.

JCC on the Palisades/Therapeutic
Nursery

JFK/You and Me School
Lovaas Institute for Early Intervention

(LIFE)
May Institute, Mid-Atlantic Region
Merrill Lynch
Middlesex County Educational

Services Commission
The Midland School/Midland Adult

Svc, Inc.
The Morris Union Jointure

Commission
Ms. Jodi Schechtman
New Beginnings School
New Behavioral Network
New Horizons in Autism
New Jersey Regional Day School at

Newark
North Jersey Friendship House, Inc.
Northern Valley Regional H S District
NW Essex Community Healthcare
Partners in Learning, Inc.
Pompton Lakes School District

Lincoln School
Princeton Child Development

Institute
Pyramid Educational Consultants,

Inc.
SEARCH Day Program, Inc.
The Simpson Baber Foundation for

the Autistic, Inc
Somerset Hills Learning Institute
South Bergen Jointure Commission
South Brunswick Bd. of Education
Union County Educational Services

Commission
Vineland City Public Schools
Willowglen Academy
Xanadu Behavior Therapy
Y.A.L.E. School Southeast, Inc.
YCS - Sawtelle Learning Center
Youth Advocate Programs, Inc.
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Financial Highlights
Our audited financial statements for the 2006-2007 Fiscal Year are available upon request,
as is our IRS Form 990. You can also view our financial information online at
www.guidestar.org.

Highlights include:

SUPPORT & REVENUE

Government Grants $717.970

Contributions $500,956

Conference Income $324,835

Special Events $294,735

Community Events $156,717

Membership Income $130,371

Program Fees and Other Income $51,112

Investment Income $60,725

Total Support and Revenues $2,237,421

EXPENSES

Program Services $1,707,658

Management and General $275,705

Fund Raising $194,743

Total Expenses $2,178,106

Changes in Net Assets $59,315

Net Assets, Beginning of Year $1,648,645

Net Assets, End of Year $1,707,960
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Current COSAC Staff
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Linda Meyer, Ed.D., MPA

OPERATIONS
Apryl Roach, Director
Sharon Torpila, Executive Administrative Assistant
Bonnie Lettiere, Coordinator
Carol Cox, Administrative Assistant

PUBLIC POLICY & SYSTEMS ADVOCACY DEPARTMENT
Leslie Long, Director
Debbie Charette, Coordinator

CLINICAL DEPARTMENT
Suzanne Buchanan, Psy.D., BCBA, Director
Barbara Wells, Clinical Coordinator & Conference Director
Amy Perrine, Information Services Assistant Director
Sarah Andrews, Information Services Coordinator
Elena Graziosi, M.Ed., Information Services Coordinator
Amy Golden, BCBA, Family Services Coordinator
Elizabeth Neumann, BCaBA, Professional Services Coordinator
Gale Rainier, Administrative Assistant

COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING DEPARTMENT
Hope Arvanitis, Director
Jessica Alloway, Coordinator

DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
Ellen Schisler, Director
Brynn Alberici, Special Events Coordinator
Sarah Gaspero, Coordinator
Kelly Gavin, Administrative Assistant


